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PORT PHILLIP FARMERS GOLD MEDAL

The second recorded example of a Port Phillip Farmers gold
medal has recently come to light. Tt is stil in the lamily of the
original winner but was brought to (he Science Muscum of
Victoria for identification

The owner kindly allowed (he followny details of the medal
to be recorded and (he photograph tiuken

The medal is 39 mm diameter about 3 mm tick and weighs
37 718 pm

It is mscribed on the weverse

COLLECTION AGR. PRODUCE
15t PRICE
AWARDED TO
MR W THOMSON
GISBORNE EXHIBITION, 1859
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PI1OLEMAIC AND ALEXANDRIAN EGYPTIAN COINAGE
Peter B. Wall, NAV 323
PARY 1

As Lhe save supecsts, Protemaic Fgyplian coimtge commenced soon
ctter il contral af oot Dy a1 Macedonuin general, by the name
ot Meoloay, w323 B OO In that year Alexander the Grear dred,
and L Sar-tlung empirs was fought over by his arabitious army
counualers

et uily taaiputated Winscll wio g posion wheleo by
e vads oble to dechoe s Ring (BRASILLOS) Uaul
baey e he Bad dated only to omodify the posthumous silver
Codtin ol Alvaandor stieck dn the wint which Adcxander had
osbabisl o) s Adexandria o Leypt The heao or Heraclos weur-
ing o lon sealp was omodidicd o show o likeness of the divine
aleanast coveied noan leplund scalp This wondd temind ot
Piglone s saygn Tading exnlods under Alexander and e Jacl
ihar he possessed the conquerors bady  (Fhe funeral cortege
curtying the haldy of Aléxander back to Macedon had been in-
rncepted by Prolemy who conpelled Perdiccus, to whom it Lad
beeenn cifrusied fo coavey it 1o Egypl. wheie, at Manphis, but
soon Uansfoired 1o bis vew capital, Alenandiia, Ploiemy inteired
and pood divine loonours to e departed young conqueror ) The
revetse of e eoin depicling Zeus sealed was changed fo show
w standiug fivure of Athena poised to throw a spear. The name
ol Ptoluny starts 1o appear on the reverse side from about
37 B

Around tlis mne the Attie standard of weighls was abandoned
m favour oi the Khodiun standard used by the meichant princes
of the island of Rliodes A tetradrachm (4 arachma coin) struck
fo the Attic stundard weighed approximately 7.2 pramimes
whereas a Riiodian standard, also known as Chian, tetradrachm
weighed approxmmately 13 6 grammes, or conveniently 107
lighter ehan the Attic picce But, after 305 B O Ptolemy switched
1o Al weishie-sfandan! carent in Cveene (tetiadinehm approx
115 grmmpaest or about 7% lighteo agaic Thele often appeas in
the reverse ficld an cacle grasping o (hunderbolt which may be
regarded us the personal emblem of Ptolemy L Soier (*Saviour™)
since he adopted i us rhe reverse ope ol his coinage struck from
about WA B his orown nane aned Deaving his own portrait on

o~

T
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the obverse. After his desth in 283 B.C the eagie on thunderbolt
hecame the standard teverse type for the succeeding rulers of the
dynasty

The gobd comage, until it ceased around 180 B.C., shows & vanaty
af tyoee Under Prolemy | pold staters show o reverse type ol o
quitdrign al efephonts carrying the diving Alexander. In the :ci_gn.
of his son, Prolemy 11 Philadelphus (" Sister-ioving™) pold coins
of 2ight end five drochmn bear interesting double pocirEits on
pach side. The deified Prolémy | and his. wife Berenice I (whe
were alsn brother and dster) appoear on e FEVETSE while thelr
children Prolemy 11 and lds sister/wife Arsingl have their con-
joined busts represented on the obverss (Such infermarrizge
el bong been an Egyphaen royal practice,)

Dising this selgn there was a prolific issue of gold octodriciumns
fweithing & drachmi) and silver decadrachms and felradrachms
m-h-.-__-m..;- {0 und 4 drachmas vespectively) commemaorating
heautiful Acsinol alter she died in approximilely 270 B.C. Gold
setodrachms passed ocwrent for 60 Prolemiie siver drachms
(e 15 silver tetradrachms) and were knpwn 1o the ancienis
45 MNAELA (the “MINA" referrod to in the New Testaiment
in Luke, chapter 19).

In the reien of Piolemy 111, Euergetes (“Benefactor™) o [ine
sevies of wold and slver coins honour hiy wife, Beremcee ol Cyreng
(He re-umted Cyremalcy to Ezvpt by marrying the davghier of
his Tathiers hali-brother, ) These splendid portrait caing Temom
i [ipest ol the Plolemads seres. sOme apparenily struck at
Ephesus in Jomin Ptolemy 1| successfully inyuded Syria. and
nis fleets captured the wealth of many citics datbed along the
coasts of Asia Minor and Thrace

An atiempt was made to get all business m Epypt it fatl et
a sllver Basis But this very soon hroke diwn, o [ TR TR LR T
wason that the morket price of stiver hullon by wies Lue
highar in elation 19 poled and COppe iy anyadwern elue in ':|.|.::
Griek worldiand  before the middle of the bid Centuey Hi

n copper standord hnd to b ptligrbesid Tove angbegnbal Bided, e sl
in o coinege of bromweo drachmas fiiel Teawckomes ol e debcirm
contdinine thetr full intrinue wiline, whille sl gl B0
be _=.|||1L'.r_. bt was tobaly eegquped God Boein Bl Phas dua
curtency lusted an Gl the el ol e Peolemane dlysiasty . g
with a steady depreciation
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Ptolemy V Epiphanes (“Illustrious”) who succeeded to the throne
as a child in 203 B.C. managed to lose ail the gains of his grand-
father (except Cyprus and Cyrene) to Antiochus the Great of
Syria, whose daughter Cleopatra 1 he, however, subsequently
married. Cyprus (KUPROS) was the main source of the copper
used in the bronze coinage.

In 181 B.C. this Cleopaira became the guardian of her small
son, Ptolemy VI, Philometor (“‘Loving his mother). From this
reign onwards as a result of invasion and foreign interference we
sec a continual decline in both the coinage and the fortunes of
the house of Ptolemy. Silver coinage becomes progressively
debased, with the portraiture reflecting a stereotyped likeness
of the founder Ptolemy, and gold coinage ceased early in this
troubled period. The last member of the reigning Ptolemys happen
to be to us the best known of all! Queen Cleopatra VII, between
51 and 30 B.C., was the dominating personality first in Egypt
and then in the east of the Roman Empire. Whilst her ordinary
coinage resembled that of her father’s reign with a carnicature
portrait of Ptolemy I, she issued many coins with her own portrait.
Silver drachms and bronze pieces of 80 and 40 copper drachms
with her portrait show a closer resemblance to Elizabeth I of
England than to Elizabeth Taylor of Hollywood!

Throughout this dynasty the bulk of the coinage was minted in
Alexandria which had grown rapidly into the largest of all Greek
cities, renowned for its fabulous wealth, its artistic and scientific
activity, its huge and racially diverse population, and 1ts cosmo-
politan outlook.

PART 11

Although the city of Alexandria continued to flourish under
Roman rule it never again enjoyed a position of such pre-eminence,
declining only after the Arabs captured it in 640 A.D.

The grand-nephew of Julius Caesar defeated the combined navai
forces of Antony and Cleopatra in 31 B.C. to become undisputed
ruler of the Roman world which now included the province of
Egypt By this time the bronze pieces were much diminished in
size and the silver tetradrachms were onlty about 25% fine

Augustus struck no distinctive silver coinage for Egypt, but made
five experimental attempts at discovering the best form of bronze
curTency.
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Early in the reign of Tiberius it was cvidently realised by the
Rome authorities that the old Ptolemaic currency of debased
silver tetradrachms was the most suitable way of supplying Egypt-
tan commerce with silver: and in 20 A.D. the issue of these coins
are resumed after an interval of half a century. The tetradrachms
struck for Tiberius are unusual in that while they are irregular in
weight the actual silver content is always about the same, and it
is approximately that of the Roman denarius. This suggests that
denarii which had come into Fgypl under Augusius were collected
at the Alexandrian mint, and thrown one by one into crucibles,
with an indeterminate quantity of base metal udded, to be melted
into blanks for the new tetradrachms.

[hrodehott the Alexandrian serles thi ooinpge busd Tattle melation
L I"'--.'.l-:---: e of Lhe rring a1 Rome. Fraidy, 1 ginpee continued
to be based on the Greek standard adopted by Alexander the
Great. the sitver unit being the stater or tetradrachm, with lower
vilues expressod in drochmas and obols, six oboly equalling: one
draehma “The close control of the eountry as @ virtual private
domain of the Emperor, conveniently fenced off from ncighbouring
provinces by physical barriers, made it possible to try out exper-
iments in organisation and management without any 1ntcr_1@renc_e
by appcals to Roman law or custom. One way of securing this
isolation was by giving it a special currency.

If the bilton tetradrachm was to be equated with the Roman
denarius the bronze denominations struck for Egypt had by the
end of the first century settled down to five: the drachma, half-
drachma, di-obol, obol and quarter-obol, which could be cquated
with the sestertius, dupondius. as, semis and quadians of (he
Roman imperial system

[he wrealer part of the population ol Epypt bl scurcoly iy
need for coin pxcept o puy their vexies, Cady al Adexadri
was there any considerable activity in manubactunmg for export,
ponsequently the needs of the provinee in repand O Gurreney wers
very simple and ot G Be sald thal yery [le coln circutzle
|:|-5|'-..i|_l|_- the clvy ol Aldexodri 1 (R STTITH ER WA i is irely

found outside Egypt; and conversely Roman imperial coins
rarely appear in Egypt before the mid-3ud Century A D

The output of the Alexandrian mint {luctuated very consider-

ably: its production alvo dccinm to have Deen groales o immmer

I||;I Paabhiddn DEaidl #euil e

Ilj'.|||:h'|| ||l|I ||.i|!_'_||=r_'-|_'!|'|'- i.'| el il |||:
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the harvest and maybe had a rare opportunity for shopping. The
coins are dated by the Egyptian regnal years of the Emperors,
which in ordinary years began on August 29th; and the first year
of a reign was the period from the actual date of accession to
the following August 28th.

From the style of the coins, it appears that the work of product-
ion was done by local artists, for it is definitely Greek rather than
Roman. The art is typically Alexandrian. There are certain tech-
nical features, such as the fixed position of the dies and the use of
bevelled blanks for the bronze coins, which are inheritances from
Ptolemaic practice

The standard of die-work also fluctuated. It achieved its highest
level during the reign of Hadrian when it seems that highly skilled
engravers were brought in to raise the standard of the coinage to
co-incide with Hadrian’s visit to Alexandria. However, by the end
of the next reign, that of Antoninus Pius, the situation had rapidly
deteriorated so that the coins produced were inferior in every
respect to anything that had come from the Alexandrian mint:
the designs were crude, the engraving careless, and the legends
blundered. A visit to Alexandria in 200 A.D. by the Emperor
Septimius Severus seems to have aroused the artists to attempt
something worthier of the city. Apart from a brief revival towards
the end of the reign of Gallienus (A D. 253—268) the coinage
displays little artistic merit in the final 30 years of the series.

After the middle of the second century the issues of bronze
became more and more restricted, and after 220 A.D. none
was struck except for commemorative purposes

The billon tetradrachm, of decreasing silver content, (as low as
1% in the end) remained the only denomination regularly issued
until Diocletian’s reform of the Roman bronze coinage in about
295 A D. This reform spelt the end of a distinctive Egyptian
coinage produced at the great mint of Alexandria, an issue second
only to the massive output of the mint of Rome itself.

In conclusion, something should be said of the reverse types
used on the Alexandrian coins. These fail into eight classes, being
(a) Imperial types, and portraits of members of the Imperial
house; (b) Gods, Goddesses and heroes belonging to Greek myth-
ology; (c) Deities of the Graeco-Egyptian cycle; (d) personific-
ations, including the representations of cities: (e) a small but
significant group of pictorial subjects; (f) buildings; (g) animals,
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birds, cte.; and (h) inanimate objects.

Bectuse of thely laree slze the hronee drachims best convey Lhe
divorse  theines represenied  througholt the Alexondrian serits
A series of drachms depicting the “labotrs of Heral les™ und

serios of Zodiseal drachms show something of the mpenuily ol
a now arfist ot the mint in Antoninus Pius e, And Whe re
nresentation af the Pharos, omd ol the *Seven Wonderiof 1he
Ancient Warld”, remained fuirdy constant, Apart Trom o glass
vase found In Afehanistan, the Alexandrian coinage provides
whit I probably the only nccurate pictosinl ovidence of thal
fumous light-houwse! Another legacy of eurly II""I""'.I”.' AL
s Ll .-'I:.-l_-"-"ﬁ,l.l.'.!l parilen which bBunts ubdd gifts had filled with
rave animals: Some of these animals such as the hppopolonws,
crocodile, lion, elephant, ibis and eagle appcar on the coinage.

However, in the [Zth year of Diocletian’s reign ~ 296 AD. —
the mint at Alexanirin censed producing o distimetive local colnage
with Greek legends amil simply hecame one mare mint striking
the normal Romun colnage witlh Larin inscriptions. But what a
numismatic treasure it left behind!

THE LAST APPEARANCE OF PESCENNIUS NIGER ?
By John Sharples

The year 193 began with confusion at Rome. The Emperor
Commodus was assassinated on New Year’s Eve after a long
career af displaying all of the charmcteristics ol an gmperor Hhat
the Roman Senate found most distasteful. Pertimak. o top cnking
sanntor was guickly selected to take his plice as then Wits i
great fear that vl war miisht have pesuliedd Proms D asesssin
atlon of Commodus (who displaved all of the charclonsies
of an emperor that the army loved ) For cghty-cyihl lays Pertinax
relizned ps a strict sepator snd pood Sdministeitorn, chuRiclersnes
loved by the senatec bur hated by the atmy Plewir D b dissinss-
inated by the Practariin Csiard [ peesonal body-puard, The
Practorians were. after all, army men

Then followed one of the most fascinating cvents ol Roman
history, the auction of the prindipate, loskle i Prailorimn
camp wis Sulplcianms, prefect of the City ol Bome and Folice
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Chicf. outside, on a ladder was Didws Julianus. The scene is
vividly described by the historians of the day. With the pguards-
men running from the waill to the camp headquarters.

“Tulianus offers us fifteen hundred sestertir, what do you
offer?” and “Sulpicianus offers two thousand, what do you

offer?”

Eventually Julianus was successful with a bid of 25,000 sestertii
for each member of thc guard and a promise to reinstate
Commodus and have him declared a god.

This upset the senate and different groups sent out to their
supporters for aid. Clodius Albinus was governor of Britain and
controlled the threc British legions, Septimius Severus was
Governor of Pannonia Superior and controlled the three Pannon-
ian legions and Pescennius Niger was Governor of Syria with its
three legions.

These three were all to eventually become emperors and appear
on the coinage.

Severus in Pannonia was closest to Rome and was first to receive
the news and the call for aid. He was quick, Julianus bought
the empire, March 28th. The news cannot have reached Severus
until early April and by April 9th he had gained the support of all
the troops of the Danube and had himself proclaimed emperor.
To ensure his position he also wrote to Albinus in Britain and
offered him the second in command position, Caesar. By early
June he was at the gates of Rome, Julianus was dead and the
Praetorian Guard was dispersed in a bloodless coup.

Unfortunately. the news and call for aid to Pescennius Niger in
the East was still travelling and news of Severus’ coup was weeks
behind. Niger therefore took the same steps as Severus and was
also proclaimed emperor by his troops. Civil war could not be
avoided The battles raged across Turkey, and Byzantium (modern
Istanbul) held out in favour of Niger even when he was pushed
back to Syria. Eventually, in early 194 the final battle between
Severus and Niger was fought on the beach at Issus (exactly
where Alexander the Great had defeated the Parthians centuries
before). Severus was victorious and Niger’s head was cut off
and sent on a pole to Byzantium to cause dispair in the beseiged
city

That marked the end of the occurrence of Niger’s head on coins,
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and generally it is thought the last appearance of the man in
numismatics (except in the mints of forgers for his coins are all
rare). But a medal exists in the British Museum which shows
Severus addressing his troops. It is dated TRPIII, the third
wirn? of Seserud Bolding the Tabumition Pewer, 195, In the, Britoan
If'.-h:*--.'n:'s min|opue the scene B describil as Severus uddressing
his troops with his two sons, Caracalla and Geta standing behind
ham

There arc medals {Plate I) which show this scene where two
figures standing behind Scverus are quite clear. But on this one,
only 1 head occurs for the second figure. If you look closely you
will perhaps see that the head seems to be attached to a pole —
held by the first figure. Are we looking at the last appearance
of Pescennius Niger in Numismatics, a skull on a pole — as he
was scnt to Byzanlium? What would be the occasion for such
a weird event?

One occasion is obvious. After Severus defeated Niger he set out
to punish the Parthinns who hod token advantoge of the dneest
within the Roman Empiro pnd hod taken over o couple of aties
which werc under Roman protection. While he was doing this,
Clodius Albinus revolted and moved his armies (o Gaul where he

pained he support ol the Spomtshy gud Liermian ldiioms P heke
armics wanted an cmperor who would ook @ftér them. nat
fight warn in distant Asta. The scene o the medal s that of
Severms udrtrossine his prmy hefore seitmg out (o (gl Albinos:

Niger’s head was brought along to show the troops what happens
to encmies of Severus,
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‘The medal which has survived is a later issue as ii= obverse legend
records IMP.X that is ten victories of Severus as Emperor. This
dates it to A.D. 197—198 after Albinus was killed and received
stmilar treatment, his head being cut off and sent to Rome.

THE FIRST “KINGS OF ALL ENGLAND”

By Jeffrey Turnbull, NAV 799
1. Aethelstan 924-939

Edward the Elder, King of Wessex established his kingdom as the
supreme power m Anglo-Saxon Britain, after battling the Danes
for many vears. By the time of his death in July, 924, he had
annexed every colony south of the Humber River

His eldest son, Aethelstan was crowned at Kingston on September 4,
925. Early in his reign he established supremacy in his realm and
succeeded in driving the Norse king from York and secured a
yearly tribute [rom the Welsh princes. In 934, he harried the
Scots by land and by sea until, three years later, the Kings of
Scotland and Strathclyde allied with Analf, King of Dublin began
an invasion of England. Aethelstan engaged and defeated them at
the battle of Brunanburh. The last years of his reign saw the
King further consolidate his Kingdom-state of Wessex, which by
the time of his death, included most of present-day England.

Aethelstan is well remembered for issuing a new code of laws,
and in numismatic circles for his modernisation of the existing
coinage systern including doubling of the existing thirty mints
by the end of his reign, and establishing a uniform coinage system
by the coinage law enacted at Grately. This ensured that pennies
throughout Britain would bear an obverse design and legend of
standard type.

His coins do not quite match the artistic merit of his father’s
issues, but they do begin to bear the name of the moneyer and
the town in which he minted on the reverse, Of supreme import-
ance is the title by which he styled himself; — REX TOTIUS
BRITANNIA - “King of all England” His main coin types
mclude the Small Cross, Diademed Bust, Two Lined and Crowned
Bust types, all of which are rare. There were also some local
issues in north-western towns,
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bd
[

1 Two Line Type Obverse— Aethelstan Rex, smail cross pattee.
Reverse— Cenbreht Mo

X Tty Llse Ty pe Obverse— Aethelstan Rex, small cross patiee.
Reverse— Pinele Mo {N.E. moneyer)

X Cromted Bont Tepe. Obverse—  Aethelstan Rex, crowned bust right
Reverse-~ Aelfpald Mo Lond. Civi.

2. Eadinund 939 946

A half-brother of Acthelstan, Eadmund became king at the age of
cighleen and immediately inherited the defence of the kingdom
against  the Yikings, a task which he maintained steadfastly
throughout his short reign In particalar, he challenged Olaf
Guthfiithssen, King of Dublin who saw the opportunity at Aethel-
stan’s death to 1e-invade Britain, The invaders set themselves up in
York, and when Olaf died in 942, Eadmund regained Northumbria,
driving out he Danish Kings, Olafl Sihtricson and Racgnald. After
capturing Struthclyde, he gave it to Malcolm of Scoliand and so
established peaceful relations with him. As well, his reign marks
the beginning of the monastic revival in Lngland Ladmund was
killed in his palace while defending a steward apainst a criminal
who had returned froim exile He had reigned for only six years
As neitler of his sons were old enough at that stage to reign,
(both later did). the throne passed to his brother Fadied

Eadmund’'s coindge consists ol issucs of the penny and a ver
k2 k Y

rare halfpenny The pennies of the main type, the “Two Line’
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issue and the "Crowned Bust® type were struck at both Northern
and  North-Weutern minis including York and Lincoln. The
former |ype ligs so e varieties. One rare penny, (North
703) a ‘llower 1ype sireck al Derby indicates the recovery of
that city bl tic talslisbunent period from 9432,

1. Two Line Type Obverse— Eadmund Rex, small cross pattee
Reverse- Moneyer Aelfpald,
| Portraid Type Obverse— Eadmund Rex, crowned bust right

Reverse— Ergimbalt Moneta

3. Eadred 946-—-955

Endred, brother of Eadmund amd balf-brother of Aethelstan
become king on the death of Eadimund [ty 946, the duthority
ol the Lnglish lad bBéen reestablished over the Danelaw but
Northumbria remained a more difficult proposition if there
wilk 1o b g fully: uidted kiagdorm, O e accession to the throne;
the Northumboann were peopared fn jgeknowledose his  ovep
iordshigy, but soon swyng their sympathios toward the Norweglan
Lrie Bloodaxe in 945, When Eadred learmned of this, he ravsieod i
of Northumbng in an ptHemptl fo bring them o -.uhjulanj-_m_
This was nol completely suecessiul, for although they were
content to yield to Fadred ar thut time, thoy accepted anotiier
torve King, Olaf Sihiricson one yzar Liter, The Northumbrians
overthrew Olaf in 952 in favour of Eric Bloodaxe, but turned
against him two years later, expelling and finally killing him,
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When the kingdom had been united by the final incorporatiop of
Northumbiia and the first great episode ol the Viking invasions
had been concluded, English rule was cstablished although Dan‘ish
blood and customs remained Eadred himself left a large portion
of his money to be used by his heirs if necessary to buy peace
should further conflict with the Viking invaders be imminent.

His coilnuee dods not diller from his two predecessors, that 16:in
the mnin tvoeds the Two Line” and the “Pottoatt, {ypes. As
Fndamumn roien, 4 Tew halfpennies were stiueck and olthough

Eadred’s wilt left provision for gold to be struck int_o coin, no
examples have survived, if indeed any were struck in the first
instance

Two Line Type.

Obverse— Eadred Rex N.
Reverse— Deodmaer M,

References:

i * THE ISH SPEAKING PEOPLES, Vol.1,
Churchill, W.S., A HISTORY OIF THE ENGL Y n 055,

Dolley, M., ANGLO- SAXON PENNIES, British Museurn Publications, 1970.
North, JJ., ENGLISH IIAMMERED COINAGE, Yol I Spink & Sons Lond. 1963
Unstead, RJ., INVADEFD ISLAND, Macdonald Educatianal, 1971,

A LITTLE HISTORY ON THE TOKEN ISSUES OF JOHN
AND WILLIAM ALLEN
By George D Dean

Token cotlectors will all agree, I am sure, that these pieces are hard
to obtain  equally so has been any information on the brothers
Allen

Kiama (John Allen) is 74 miles south from the city of Sydney on
the Pacific coastline and 23 miles from the city of Wollongong
while Jamberoo (William Allen)is in a beautiful valley just 6 miles
from Kiama.
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Popular thcory for the origin of the name “Kiama' is from the
aboriginal word “KIARAM--A’ meaning ‘‘where the sea makes a
noise”, no doubt referring to Kiama’s famous “Blow Hole”. This
was discovered by George Bass in 1797 after anchoring his whale
boat in Kiama Harbour. When the seas are rough a gigantic fount-
win of spray [ (tced mto the sir 40 HBmes resching g hejght of
200 Tk and 10 @ a-gronl (ourist otiroction.

The first land grant in the parish of Jamberoo, which embraces
both Kiama and Jamberoo, appears to have been to one Andrew
Allan (note the spclling) in 1817 The early scttlers of the area
travelled to Wollongong cither by boat or overland by horseback
or rough carts, then on to Jamberoo and thence to Kiama.

Kiama’s first resident appears to have been David Smith who
arrived in the arca in 1821 to make a living cutting the extensive
cedar forest and by 1826 a real industry had developed.

At Kiama, the town site was reserved in 1826 and in 1829 Survey-
or Knapp was instructed to make a plan in preparation for setting
oul a4 town. Hoddle wus sureying tiere in 1B30 and Jocques
i1 | B3] wiwn g pirty ol frodpd lrom ".'|'|-,:|'||||.-||1__ grrivied Lo erect
huts and barracks and Lo preserve order among cedar getters
Eventualiy Kiama became the port for shipment of the district’s
cedar also wheat. barley, pork, potatoes, butter, ale and timber
[ mention thesc commodities as both the Allen [ads had general
stores and handled most of these items The surplus, no doubt,
was cxported

In the Register of Spirit Merchants and Brewers of [st January,
1854, we read - “‘John Allen. Spirit Merchant. Terralong Street,
Kiama, 1854, 1855, 1856, 1857 (also) “William Allen, Spirit
Merchant, weatherboard house, Jamberco, 1856. 1857, 1858

From the short history available, it will be seen that Jamberoo in
1855 was quite a thriving centre while Kiama in the same year had
the town area largely cleared but there were only a few buildings,
the greater part of the town lands. though sold, were being used
for cattle grazing The population of the Kiama district in 1861
was 4,701 whilst that of the town was 741,

As Kiama grew, Jamberoo scemed to die and in 1872 we [ind the
former thriving ITnn, “Man of Kent”, closed through lack of
business. By 1900 not a brick remained to mark the site where
the Inn stood Though there was no great fire rccorded in
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Jamberoo. in 1980 no old building was to be seen standing

Jamberoo today is a small township in the centre of one of the
richest dairy farmring areas in Australia Incidentally, the area
now known as Jamberoo was from about 1838 called **Village
of Woodstock™, so named after the flour and timber mill built
by Capt. J.G. Collins called “Woodstock™. [n 1841, ““The Austral-
ian” offered (he “Village of Jamberoo™ for sale and was bought,
it appears by R H. Owen to become “the private village of
Jamberoo”, commonly called Jamberoo. In 1848 half-acre lots at
“Woodstock™ were offered for sale and it is believed from about
this period on, Jamberoo was born

A post office was sought in 1843 for Jamberoo but this was not
opened until July of 1852, R.H Owen was the firsi Postmaster,
followed by W. Allen (believed to be one ol the brothers) in
1855, who conducted the office in his store Whilst mails were
carried overland. produce on the other hand was shipped through
Kiama to Sydney on small coastal vessels calling two or three
times a month and taking some 12 days between Kiama and
Sydney

By 1856 Jambervo had become a thriving, hustling village with
stores 1 abundance with the blacksmith replacing the woods-
man of earlier days Jamberco by 1859 had four stores and
two public houses, fwo schools and three churches

It is of interest, I feel, that “*Henry Clarence Kendall (the great
Australian poct) wrote his sweetest verse while he was assisting
Williasn Allen in John Allen’s store in Jamberoo about the year

1860™.

Sir Henry Parkes spent the early part of his parhamentary career
as a Member for Kiama,
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I am quite convinced that both Allen brothers were in the areas
defined on the tokens and were in business there in 1855, the
date on both of the tokens. How long they stayed there I do not
know but one of my keen local historian correspondents (Mrs.
Jean Williams) tells me of an entry in her grandfather’s diary
that a Mr. Allen came to stay with him in November, 1869 - but
was it one of the brothers, and if so, which one?

Allen tokens are rare, especially in good clean, undamaged con-
dition (fine or better). Some I have seen appear to have been in a
fire. Kiama has had a number of these over the years. The first
was in 1888 in Muir’s Store in Terralong Street, the principal
thoroughfare. Another fire destroyed a great part of Kiama
town on 1st October, 1899 — 16 shopes and dwellings in Terra-
long Street — while two months later another fire completed
the destruction of Terralong Street’s main business centre.

Fires, I feel sure, could have made quite a reduction in the remain-
ing specimens actually available to token collectors (tollectors)
Py, Thie survivine fwo dozen or so pieces have ol baen subyect-
ed to many indignities, some more than others, A most common
fault is not having a good high rim to protect the design and
wording and most show some weak lettering being the result of
poor production methods. On some tokens, portions of words
and design have disappeared altogether. This was caused in no
small way by Thornthwaite using pure copper blanks which are
quite soft and wear smooth rather quickly.

One pecularity of these tokens that is hard for collectors to
follow is that whilst Jamberoo today is quite a small centre,
approximately two dozen specimens of this Aé token remain,
whereas Kiama, a thriving municipality, has but four (or more)
AS pieces avajlable.

Though it is often stated the tokens were rejected for their poor
workmanship. I now wonder if in fact John Allen decided to
cancel his order, perhaps after sighting samples or patterns pre-
pared by Thornthwaite, and because business was not too brisk
anyway.

It appears that William Allen placed an order with Thornthwaite
and the specimens now remaining are some of those passed on
by the Annandale Tollgate Keeper who, as Dr. Andrews states,
received rejected token order from Thornthwaite at 1d. each to
pass on to hapless wayfarers.
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Regarding John Allen, it appeais but a few patterns werc struck
with the view to obtamning an order and on showing samples to
Allen, he changed his mind and somehow very few specimens
survived. Perhaps these also were in the batch of tokens given
to the Tollgate Keeper. The book “Collecting Australian Coins™
tells of young lads finding copper discs and of playing ducks
and drakes with them in the canal near the Annandale Tollgate
Keeper's house.

Another point to consider is, I believe we are fortunate to have
this many specimens available to collectors because it 1s reasonable
to assume that if the tokens were any better made, then perhaps
they would have been withdrawn and sent back to England
on the “Himalaya” Had they been offered for exchange, they
would have been rejected, as only those of full weight or had
promises to redeem impressed on them and not those poorly
manufactured (as these were), underweight or counterfeit or

recently made were to be accepted by the Government agents
in exchange for regal coinage

Many questions remain unanswered and it is hoped that the
little information I venture forth will help someone to take
research a step further. There is always the chance that another
Allen token could be discovered by anvone lucky enough to
recognise it. Indeed, I have been told by a very knowledgeable
and keen student of the token series that at the Coin Display
put on by the Australian Numismatic Society in the Sydney
Town Hall in 1966, someone came up to the information counter
with a “handful” of old copper 1d. tokens. My informant went
on to say they wcre all Allen tokens and he swears they were
from Kiama.

For years we were led to believe that but two existed. Recently,
possibly prompted by high prices for John Allen tokens, someone
has recognised the value of his little hoard and is quietty drifting
them out onc at a time Today I am sure four have changed
hands, and possibly five. I for onc am not anxious to pay a big
price for a Kiama 1d., though if someone cares to donate one,
I am surc I could find a space for it in my tray.

Finally. 1 wish to acknowledge the sterling heip of Mrs. Jean
Williams of Kiama and references from “‘Blue Haven™ by William
A Bailey for much of the background information.

AUSTRALIAN NUMISMATIST WINTER, 1981 19,

AUSTRALIAN TOKENS T. May
HANKS & LLOYD and Associated Variations In the Australian Token Series.

I have endeavourcd to follow the fortunes of just one group of

Sydney Trader’s Tokens. Those of “The Australian Tea Mart”

from 1855. The tokens in question are pennies and halfpennies as
listed: -

1856 — Hanks & Lloyd, with the “Sydney Railway'' commemorative

reverse (A188, 189)

1857 — Hanks & Lloyd, with the “Peace & Plenty”” reverse (A190, 193)

1857 — Hanks & Compy., also with the “Peace & Plenty™ reverse
(A184, 186)

1863 — WMetcalfe & Lloyd, with the “Wine & Spirit Merchants” reverse
(A369, 370)

All except thc last are known fo be the product of Heaton &
Co, while the last is strongly suspccted to be from this die-
maker,

The business was founded primarily by Mr. J.G Hanks, who in
partnership with Mr. Lloyd founded “The Australian Tea Mart”
in 1855 as “Hanks & Lloyd”. In {act operations commenced
very close to the time that the Sydney Railway was opened
(Sept. 1855) and the first token was issued with this commem-
orative reverse

The “Great Southern & Western Railway™ was operated by a
privatc company, only later being taken over by the government.

Hanks & Lloyd commenced trading at 319 George Strect South,
just opposite where the old Queen Victona Building stands today
(between Market & Park Streets). The first tokens were issued in
quantity, and are classed as ““R2” in Renniks today.

The street numbering system in Sydney changed even more than
it did in Mclbourne, in tact three times between 1851 and 1863!
So George Street South 319 became 478 George Street, from
whence the business operated primarily during the successive
token serics, The “Railway” Commemorative series had to suffice
until 1857, when ncw tokens were ordered with the “Peace &
Plenty”™ reverse. A large consignment of these was lost when the
clipper “Dunbar” sank tragicaily at “the Gap”’ South Head Sydney.
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Some of these were salvaged with other relics by skindivers in
1966.

Both pennies and halfpennies are known from this source. Though
showing the effects of corrosion to varying degrees, many are still
remarkably well preserved, considering their immersion.

A further large consignment of tokens arrived safely; enough have
survived to be classed as “R2” in Renniks, However, the same year
(1857} the business underwent a change and became (John) Hanks
& Company at the same 478 George Street lecality, and issued
“Hanks & Company’ tokens. These must have been ordered early
enough for them to also be dated 1857, and in large enough
numbers to supply the company through to 1863, They are
clussed "R2” in Renniks today

In 1861 Mr John J Hanks, the son of the founder, opened a
parallel grocery business at 558 George Street as “J. G. Hanks &
Co " nioving 1o 520 George Street in 1862. (This tast not [ar from
Park Street.)

The orginal firm  (still at 478 George Strect) was joincd by
Mr. Thos Mectcalfe in 1863, and renamed “Metealfe & Lloyd”.
Mr J.G Hanks then had an interest in both this and his son’s
business.

The last of this token series was issued at tlis time, and in large
quantifies. The IHalfpenny is the least common of the secries,
being ““R3” in Renniks. The design shows distinet changes from
the previous series, though much points towards Heaton & Sons
being the producer

The business is now described on the token as “Shipping & Famuly
Grocers”™, Wine & Spirit Merchants’, and “Purveyors of Con-
centrated Family Coffee”. For smaller families perhaps?, or
concentrated coffee?

This marks the end of the token series, but not the business
In late 1866, the name changed again to Metcalfe & Foss, with
the scnior partnership of Mr Thos A. Foss, the retirement of
Mr. Lloyd and the transferral of interest of Mr. J G. Hanks to his
son’s business (J. G. Hanks & Co.).

However. the old firm did not long survive this change as it broke
up completely by 1868, Nevertheless, the parallel company of
J G Hanks & Co. continued on at 520 George Street with the
clder Mr. Hanks. his son and later descendants of Mr. Lloyd.
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Mr. J.G. Hanks retired in 1877, while the firm prospered during
the remainder of the century.

In 1894 ihe address moved to 448 George Street, one door {rom
Market Street, then 498 George Street, near the old Royal Arcade
in 1901.

Yet another parallel business, Lloyd & Co., commenced trading in
1899 at 594 George Street (south of Park Street), with the des-
cendanis of Mr. Lloyd as principles.

In the first quarter of the 20th Century the fortunes of J.G. Hanks
& Co. subsided into the suburbs. It disappeared in 1925 while
Lloyd & Co continued on to 1962 still using some of the old
brand names. ‘‘Hanks & Lloyd’ tea and coffee was still marketed
up to this date

However, even this interesting reminder of the 19th Century
company disappeared at last amid the upheavals of the early
1960°s takcovers and changing business scene.

References -~
SANDS BUSINESS DIRECTORY 1857 ad,, et seq.
SYDNEY MERCHANTILE JOURNAL 1857 ad , et seq.
Matenal ex SYDNEY MORMING HERALD 1854, et seq
Material ex THE AUSTRALIAN 1866, et seq,
AUSTRALIAN MEN OF MARK, Vol.1 & 2 1889

Articles in contemporary Journals, Papers, etc

COMMISSION INTONATIONALE DE NUMISMATIQUE
(CIN) NEWSLETTER

Late tn 1980 the CIN began to issue a newsletter. |t records
important events in the numismatic world. The following sub-
ject matter is discussed: —

SYMPOSIUMS

EXHIBITIONS

UNIVERSITY COURSES in NUMISMATICS

COIN HOARDS

NEW PUBLICATIONS and PUBLICATIONS IN PROGRESS
MUSEUM NEWS and NUMISMATICS IN THE MNEWS.

The Science Museum of Victoria receives this Newsletter, and
would be happy to forward any items of Australian Numismatic
news to its Editors.




23 WINTER, 1981
MONEY BOXES

With ke pasiimy of Chrislmos and dles Mes Vs Todiday s many people would no-doubt
find fismmselves 4 iy it of peougs, Thoy wisuld shio probably need to “rat” their
money hizs Betors stardimg (00 08 N oesmin, The [ppe ol money box yon have tan vary
considernbly,; Ty can bit am dha deaps of foys oraf inemals

AUSTRALIAN NUMISMATIST

By Len Henderson

Fhie: hixfory of muomey hoses goes lick oo mal sfiar 18e beponings of cormency S
after ibe Lydbbai bl lnvonied ceilnagy, il ol et peopli rratized i o od

dhirkt and Ve’ o Ypipge wene mnks. Thu i anepde pomdainory of bkl olay
wiih = oot 1 theem v BHad cotmd eimahd Be deapped i Whisn Yo wan mil B0 gt tha
iy v on skadbinpgd e pige™ by seadshling (b cley prod Lo sl 8 handfall of
Hiese- o bremely iy mesey Bives legvs svhonl There ate o7 looad twn mdniy e

wlitel tpie b ikateal b [Enal pentimy K onrein £

U vt il b eaellecy mosey Do U valies of fleen dads iof Qipsend @pden thir wadiss
b codnd el leve Lides jop; |5l W4 worsoeil Ll e diwer i pecorsivily depend
s ilee aza off Thi pot, Al Ear ak ceilbog ey ere poheermid G il demieslslo =Ry
hak'” 1a That made Ger e TERT dulnkss ol et % o8crin. & et 40l RelveriisEmenks
sppoarod do- Tl Samilay, Tiome? i 1973wl £500 fer et Ao § i3 Soarlhe
Ire % dietil i amciime, 4 0 gesprdl azie ol peiamitier diem, siowkleh o el ngrminey il
ey Biteis were alfeied, Two ispehiaiksl mooey-hone el foe =35 eocli Qe W
voui bran mrhakey a8 ammie wlioh Eicked teeedin niod hole and (R atfer s Wil
Vell whe frigd § g asto 1ok Bl sl wiernid when s T was depeussey], |l

mechanical money boves dated from 1890 and 1596

N
Vlee pern peljge aani ™ wielch © o o i mppiosl 80 i besa ‘coined’ last ceniury

e (e jemnpeeasnd movoiseie wiee cliomsd i g somsdiiibies ounld save, have d‘cccnt
mmoale dil elreihe e Dndlks gaopedly apd YU aedp they witilfd drop 3 coin into @
ol fse Thew weckiel anl etk & BT et sl 1Miks slory 1y nol that recent lor the
fenm “ne (o o en 1o meanes b, dates ek do o feuss 130l feiviury Scoiland.

Thg Yabloeal D tomry of Seiilhsil rvt Thid phoerne anered m ‘w-':r'l-_'-- L] ngiand
wridl e Wigdes comigtles i D il3iBi ok th }5als Cetiiviry and ilsirm Bevdime ""Parnel-pe
o Pl by ahiei TETUThe vaili o phd b & gresl sipiey’ of oomiign relnbmg
der Bsast g o taram iRt e Spat il Saticmal DecHonory saya Haeg iy A
sperbin’ yefirerend b Flre fa it sl Bspalngold huble Hice B et Dl mdRag 7 T jids
iy dlie wead OF St andd wnd woE Tpdmner’,  Thisse Baaiqe i “pirdie-gils WHI[T
it i il shape Gl sl draieiry amil serimmed ol ge (@l man ealind e
Nailuimiiy™ - Il cosbilles o dalnny shew gk

The word “pig” may be relaied to the Roman “Pyx" although this is merely phitological
conjecture.

Medieval mosicy Firie s swisn moaliy spficties! pottery vessels bul animal or iuman shapes
are ot e, T Cudldliad] Almserm in London has a good number of potiery
money fases Joimml s sl atmmid I.melon and some of which date {rom the 14th
Cemtury: ‘oo fedm Sl dlpaps 0f 8 hikesis pig

If you happen to be a colleclor and want (further siformalion on 1he subject there have
been a small numbcer of arlicles printed in magazines, i.e.~

COINS and MEDALS

COIN MONTHLY
SEABY'S BULLLTIN

lor Yanuary, 1977
for March, 1973
[or March, 1978

However il seems 10 me quile appropriate thal the besl article is "MONLY BOXLS™
written by an official of “Chubb & Sans, Lock and Safe Company Léd. 1

AUSTRALIAN NUMISMATIST

WINTER, 1981 23.

METHODS OF NUMISMATIC RESEARCH
By Len Henderson

For some time past I have been planning a book on the Trade
Token lssuers of Vicioria. Many books and articles have dealt
with the actual tokens themselves, but there have been few which
dealt with the people who issued them.

For numismatists of the past there was a certain way ol going
about our study. Cowns, tokens, medals and badges wouid be
found and studied in relationship to what was found with them
If it was a small, 1solated find then the literary historical back-
ground would be gone into. Here, in Australia, we don’t have
the same opportunities for that sort of work. Wc don’{ have the
background of rich diettantism nor do we have the people who
could even think of commissioning a scholar to write for them
unless it 1s a university collcge where it is expected that a Fellow
or tutor would ‘““write or perish”. The few professional hisiories
of towns that have appeared — such as “Box Hill” and “Wangar-
atta” have been commissioned by the respective councils and
have dealt with trade and local politics The fact that some of
the traders might have issued their own tokens has been either
forgotten or ignored.

Years ago numismatics commanded respect among the profession-
al historians because they could use coinage to prove theories
about many of the unknown points of recorded history. Numism-
atics and archaeology were related subjects where one could, and
did, complement the other. An historian would read in a classic
that such-and-such a thing happened, and when he asked himself,
“Is this true?” he could find his proof in the contemporary
comage. We know what the Port of Ostia in ancient Rome lookced
like by studying the coins of the Emperor Nero.

In Australia things are somewhat different. We still have to prove
the date of issue of any piece from literary sources, but we are
almost working in reverse There are no classics to rely on and
we look for our proof in the daily newspapers as well as trade
journals

When one reads journals and magazines there are many excellent
articles but there is often no attempt made to show what lies
behind the information presented. Another bug-bear we have to
suffer is the paucity of references given — many of which are often
wrong!
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Recently I had causc to hunt up some of the supposed references
in Dr. Arthur Andrews’ book on our Tokens. It was a frustrating
time. I had found six “references” to Holey Dollars and Dumps;
three were completely wrong and the others of no particular
importance. I started with the “Sydney Gazette™ for 20/11/1823
which was supposed to contain news about “lead dumps and bad
sixpences” on page 4 There was nothing there. I next tried page 2
of the same newspaper for the issue of 15/10/1828 which did have
a few lines about “‘spurious comn’ but the item gave no details
about them and was not worth recording. The same was true of
the issue of 11/4/1837 which had a brief reference to “‘bad money”
but it did not refer to dumps The issue of 2/1/1819 was of some
minor use perhaps because it was closer in time to the actual date
of issue of this particular coinage, but it was of little use today
because the forgeries that were mentioned were not described so
that there is no way today in which we can recognise them as
being contemporary forgeries. The supposed issue of the 5th
May, 1819 was the most annoying as this date was for a Wednes-
day but the paper was a weekly which only came out on the
Saturdays! There was nothing about coinage in the issues of the
previous and succeeding Saturdays. In the “Hobart Town Gazette™
for the 11th August, 1826 and in the “Colonial Times and Tas-
manian Advertiser”, there are references to forgeries, but to
Bank of England dollars instead of Holey Dollars

Virtually every newspaper ever published in Australia can be
found in the Public Library of Victoria. Newspapers are a difficult
medium with which to work for two reasons: one, because of
their bulk; and two, because of the small size of the print used a
hundred and fifty years ago When you have to wade through a
paper for the information you are seeking it is easy to miss the
few lines that might be just what you need.

Apart from newspapers there are a vast number of trade journals
that might prove fruitful. You must first try every locigal angle
and then branch out to the impossible side-lines. Supposing you
are researching Australian tokens, as I have been doing, you could
try the Trade Directories, the Alphabetical Listing, the Board
of Works, the Chamber of Commerce, the Commercial Travellers’
Club, the Victorian Softgoods Association, the three different
Grocers Associations that exist, and the Antiquarian Gazette.
Apart from Dr. Andrews there were six or more other authors
who wrote about our token coinage last century. You then must
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g0 to local histories. James Dixon is mentioned in “Wangaratta —
the history of the town™ and Myles Barrowclough is mentioned
in “Box Hill”. This may seem strange as that last gentleman was
a bookseller in Richmond but he went on to become a school
teacher at Box Hill and other areas

The “*Australian Dictionary of Biography™ contains the potted
life-story of three token issuers of Victoria and for all 1 know
there might be other issucrs from the other statcs. Many token
issuers were very successful businessmen and cngaged in local or
state politics Perhaps a picture could be found in the local Town
Hall. John Andrew, James Dixon, Orlando Fenwick, Thomas
Moubray, and James Warnock all took o prominent part in local
or state politics. Benjamin Butierworth represented Australia in
cricket matches against the England Eleven and is mentioned in
several of the cricketing yearbooks.

As well as published works there are also manuscripts which are
todged with either the LaTrobe Library or different University
Libraries. Parliamentary Dcbates tell us about the first token
issued and about the withdrawal of all tokens. Each major news-
paper has a “morgue” which is really an index of what has appear-
ed and you might be lucky enough to be allowed to go through it
for references on a particular theme

Newspapers can be very “touchy” about letting strangers in to
their files and you might be like me and have built up your own
index over the years [ always keep journals and magazines and try
to cross-reference articles so that I can find them again if I need to
check my memory about some fact, thcory or opinion. It doesn’t
always work as | am about threc years behind in my index at the
moment and I have found that many of the supposed “facts”
recorded arc quite wrong

Once you have tried all the logical place vou then get on to the
almost illogical. Always remember that many families are proud of
their descent and there might be people alive today who could tell
you about great-grand-dad. I have had some luck in tracking down
a grand-daughter of Myles Barrowclough who was able to help me
considerably with items about this token issuer She was thrilled
to know that some-one outside of the family was taking an in-
terest in this cx-bookseller and teacher. The family of Robert
Grieve was also helpful with dates,

One thing you learn fairly quickly is to ignore the dates that
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appear on Tokens; many have little to do with the foundation
of the firm. When researching the “Robert Hyde & Co.” token I
found that this firm only started in 1862, just in time to get the
tokens made and to see them declared illegal! However, the dates
on the pieces read 1857 and 1861! Obviousty, these must have
been common Stokes reverses that were used for economy.

The Crothers token of Stawell came out well after tokens were
declared illegal and may have been only an advertising piece.
The family only settled in Stawell in 1865 — this was three years
after Government legislation banning tokens.

Government legislation covers all the coinage and banknote
issues since Federation and patterns can also be found discussed
in some of the Parliamentary papers but you don’t have to wade
through vear-after-year of Hansard in order to find the references.
It is well known that the Canberra Mint issues an Annual Report
but what is less well known is that Treasury also issues a Report
and so oo docs the Note Printing Branch. Belore the establish-
ment of a mint in Canberra and the Note Printing Branch there
were the reports of the various branch mints of the Royal Mint
in Melbourne., Sydney and Perth and the Government Printer
in Melbcurne All such sources should be investigated.,

Going (o original sources is the best and most reliable way to
find out things. Many writers have a nasty habit of “‘cribbing™
from earlicr writers and this is the way that errors are perpetuated.
All too olten I have found that supposed reliable referenccs are
quitc wrong. Our numismatic history is not all that long but
uniess we make a scrious start to get our facts right we are
deluding ourselves, the readers of our papers and collectors of
the [ulore We are none of us “on oath™ to tell the truth as if
we were appearing in a court of law but ncvertheless we still
have an obligation to numismatics to get our facts right. The
facts are there for the [linding and there i1s a joy in gathering
information to go with our coins and medais

Dr. COLIN M. KRAAY, Keeper of the Heberden Coin Room,
Ashmolean Muscum, Oxford, has been awarded the American
Numismatic Sociely’s ARCHER M. HUNTINGTON MEDAL
for 1980 for his oulstanding achievements in Numismatics.

Dr. Kraay is the grandson of the artist Sir Edgar Bertram Mackennal
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A HISTORY OF SILVER, ITS SOURCES AND ITS PART
IN NUMISMATICS

By IL[. Jenkin

“Coming along the old Umberumberka Road a dash is made for
the top of the hill. This reached, Silverton lay before us as a
mass of canvas sireiching in all directions Iron shanties like big
sardine tins dotted the whole valley. A mighty throng of restless,
moving humanity of all nations, all colours and creeds bustled
about. some laughing, some sorrowing and many cursing; all
busy and cach intent on making money somehow,. Inshmen,
Englishmen, Chinamen, Germans, Scots and Australians, bold,
pushing, boastful, generous and aggressive, keen as razors and
hardy as Arabs; Jews, Afghans, Italians, Frenchmen, etc.... Dogs
of every breed known to Australia roamed around - greyhounds,
sheep-dogs. mongrels, terriers, in fact every sort of canine that
knew how to follow under a cart and worry a sheep! This was
Silverton”. So wrote a correspondent to Adelaide newspapers in
1888 Silverton was an immense rumour that aftracted men to
chase a rainbow. Very little metal of value was found within the
square miles of rocky soil that was dug over, but not many miles
away a different story unfolded

It seems a disputed point as to who was the first to call attention
to the mineral richness of the Barrier Range This was cattle
country and stockmen rode the outback. It is said that in 1883 a
Charles Rasp noticed the jagged razorlike appearance of this
unusual and short range standing out in a rather flat uninteresting
landscape. Rasp discussed the formation with his Station Manager,
a George McCulloch and decided to peg it out thinking it might
conttain a tin lode. A syndicate of seven men was formed and,
holding equal shares, they registered their chosen name of Broken
Hill Mining Co. After some prospecting, two of the original
partners dropped out, and shortly after, under thc name of Broken
Hill Proprietary Company Ltd., with a nominal capital of 16,000
shares of which 2,000 were issued to the public at £ 9 each,
while 14,000, paid up to £19, were retained by the proprietors.
Let us return to that company later after tracing some of the
earlier history of silver

During the past two years the daily media have given prominence
to the fluctuations in the price of gold. Much has been written on
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the subject, but comparatively little such publicity has included
silver, although it loo is a precious metal that has for many cen-
turies had a close relationship to gold

Siiver through the ages has. with gold, been a major metal for use
in coinages. It is not possible to state when these metals were first
discovered, bul for thousands of years silver has been used as a
measure of valuc, 1 medium of exchange and a store of wealth
as well as being prized for its aesthetic vatue

We find in the first book of the Bible in Genesis 23:15 “Abraham
weighed to Ephron the silver which he had named, four hundred
shekels of silver, current moncy with the merchant”. lHere the
reference is to Abraham buying an arca of land and paying for it
by weight of silver This trunsaction was in approximately 1900
B.C Also we rcad in Clironicles 29 of preparations for the building
of the great temple by Solomon about 950 B.C “David zave
3,000 talents of gold and 7.000 talents of rcfined silver” It is
obvious that these precicus metals were not in short supply even
in those far-off days.

There arc three main sources of evidence for mining and metal-
[urgy, the development of which largely veflects the advancement
of ancient civilizations Thesec are:—

(a) Literary the written word
(b) Mining sites and associated archaeological finds.
(c} The survival of metal objects themselves.

To keep within the field of numismatics we will omit references to
the eartiest cvidences and start where most archaeologists are in
agrecment - that the first coins were made in Lydia about 640
BC

The links with Lydia’s clatm to coinage are some little metal
ingots discovered by archaeologists working on the site of ancient
Sardis in the 20th century, i.e. 2,500 years after the coins were
made. These small rounded pieces with deep impressions cut in
onc side are composed of a mixture of silver and gold called
electrum. This material, a naturally occurring mineral, lay in the
earth around Sardis and in the ncarby Paetiolus River in modern
day Turkey. These first electrum ingots undoubtedly were not
officially issued and evidently made in small quantity since so few
have been discovered

Besides the physical evidence of the coins (or ingots) themselves,
there is the written word of the Greek historian Herodotus, who

AUSTRALIAN NUMISMATIST WINTER, 1981 29,

lived 484 425 B C. to attest to the Lydia coinage claim. Writing
of the Lydians he states, “They were the first men whom we know
to have struck and used gold and silver coins™’.

Not until the time of King Croesus (560—546 B.C.) does the first
offtcial coinage issued by a State authority, appear. These pieces
represent a distinct establishment of coinage in the true sense of
the word. Croesus prohibited the use of electrum, as doubtless
the varying proportions of gold and silver would render value
arguable Irom that point onward, only pure metallic substances,
gold or silver were allowed for coins.

In spite of the numismatic evidence to the contrary, historians and
Inileed] nummmalisty ave from fnie o time guestioned the very
MiTEnee lectrum. However, lor o contemporery opinion, we
LE Py cainmenie Tnllopold comtmins sHver o varying
DT hio R EAE) Pull piy sormdt Cldcs, 1N ¢ "|'|' i olhers, In
onc mine only, the proportion found is one thirty-sixth, and
consequently, that is morte valuable than all the others. Wherever
the proportion is one fifth. the order is called electrum.

Laurium was a town famous for its silver mines situated south-
cast of Athens. Its mines were probably opened up in the 6th
Lt,l‘ltl.ll'y BC., but weic not very productive at first. In 483 B. C
| T WY L N vt was strnel and- Themmstocle prersiiaded th
Yillla o devole this qudden gecess ol ame xpecteld wealth to
lhe constructlon of alarge fleet which inade possible the defeat of
the Persians at Salamis in 480 B.C. The mines continued to be in-
tensively worked until 413 B.C. After 350 B.C. there was renewed
mining, and Demosthenes’ speeches show there were great fortunes
being made By thc Roman period the mines were exhausted of
silver. The ancient shafts and galleries for extracting the metal

are still visible,

Silver was also mined in Macedonia where Phillip II issued a
sipnificant coinage — “‘his staters (head of Apollo) were the
swords that conquered Greece” His son, Alexander the Great,
issued what could almost be called a world coinage of gold staters
(head of Athena) and silver tetradrachms, drachms and hemi-
drachms {(head of Hercules resembling the monarch). Both types
were continued in many places after his death in 323 B.C. The
royal silver mines were taken over by the Romans in 167 B.C.

In addition to these sources of silver near to home, the rich
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silver mines of Tartemis in Southern Spain were known to the
Greeks in the late 7th century B.C. but later passed into the
control of the Carthaginians. One early writer speaking of silver
in the ancient world and the silver mines in New Carthage in
particular, tells that they were extremely large, that there were
40,000 men engaged in them and that they yielded daily to the
Roman pecople a revenue of 25,000 drachmae. These silver mines
still exist. The Pyrenees also provided a major source of silver for
the Romans who had no such sources in their own country.

With such an abundant supply of silver we find that much was
used in trade with the East. From India came the camel caravans
carrying spices and ivories, etc, and from far away China came
the silks. On their return journey home these same stow plodding
camels carried the silver in exchange for their owners’ trading.
India and China became the repository of western civilizations
precious metals.

In the reign of Augustus (27 B.C. — 14 A D.) a unified monetary
system was established. The basic coins were the Aureus of which
forty were coincd from a pound of gold and the Denarius of
which eighty-four were coined from a pound of silver, As the
Roman Empire grew in arca and in luxury — and inevitably also
into decay  the set standards deteriorated in weight and quality.
The first step in depreciation of the coinage was taken by Nero.
The ratio of gold to silver had been 1 — 12, but he issued the
Denarius in a reduced ration of 1 — 10.68. Succeeding emperors
grasped at this reed to replenish their exchequers, until under
Gallienus (260-268 A.D.) the Argentus which had replaced the
Denarius was struck in base metal and then washed over with
silver.

Silver readily alloys with many metals and the admixture generally
differs in physical properties from the pure metal. Even the best
‘line’ silver of commerce contain a few thousandth parts of copper
or other base metal The composition of the alloy is stated in
terms of its fineness — i.e the proportion of silver in 1,000 parts
of alloy. For example, Sterling silver is 925 finc whilst Brittania
sifver is purer at 990 fine.

Greece, Spain. Germany 2nd France produced nearly all the silver
available for the use of the Old World. The frequent references to
silver in the Bible show how freely it circulated as an article of
commerce, and as a medium of exchange in the populous Medi-
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terrancan countries. Speaking of Germany as a supplier of silver,
there was one particular arca in the west near the border with
Czechoslovakia where there were 150 mines. The most famous
of them was the "St. George’ mine at a location where veins of
different formations joincd. One enormous block was found
weighing 20 tons, described as 6 ft, wide by 12 ft. high consisting
of native silver! It is rclaied that the Duke of Saxony gave a
banguet underground using this nugget as a table. Early in the
161h century a [lourishing mining centre was established at
Joachemsthial in Bohemia and so great was the output that a
mint was built ncar the site to produce crown-sized silver pieces
which came to be known as thalers.

There have been but small amounts of sitver mined in Great
Britain, and yet it was Ldward 1 (1272-.1307) who issucd a
statute entitled ‘Denarius Anglais qui vocatur Sterlingus’ and
laid down that 240 silver pennics be made from a pound of
sterling silver. This standard continued until the Tudors, Jt was
500 years carlier that small silver coins were struck in the reign
of Ofta, King of Mercia, and he is credited with the introduction
of the British penny.

There were censiderable repercussions caused by the discovery
of the ncw world and the finding of unbelievable wealth in Mexico,
South America and later in United States of America and in
Canada Peru is richly endowed with minerals, the bulk of which is
found in the high country of the Andes Thus, the very source of
wealth is at the same time the biggest impediment to its exploit-
ation. In the high Andes, not only is transport difficult, not only
are communications tenuous and ordinary comforts of life few,
but the very altitude of 4,000 to 6,000 metres makes life extreme-
ly hard.

From ecarliest times there is cvidence of mining and metal working
in the Sierra and West coast of South America, but not until the
Inca period are there any records other than archaeological, and
even those modest indecd., With the Inca conquest of all Peru in
the 15th century. the metal industry was placed on a centralised
basis Silver in cnormous quantities with some gold was used for
decorating their temples and ornamenting the royal households.
Dcep in the south of the country and high in the mountains is
Potosi It was the most prolific mine but by no means the only
one, and yet its abundant production of vein ore was due to a
Mexican invention Without decming to elaborate on the mysteries
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of metallurgy I simply quote Purser in his book ‘Metal mining
in Peru - past and present’” *“The importance of the mercury
was its usc in extracting silver by the amalgamation process
F de Velasio was brought from Mexico in 1571 to demonstrate
the new method. 1ts great virtue was its efficacy with relatively
low prade ores, and Potosi which was referred to as in decay only
five years after its discovery becausc of a fall in the grade of ore,
was resuscitated for a further 250 years™.

Another famous minc in Peru is Huancavelica which is much
closer to the capital Lima than is Potosi. It maintained the mining
industry and even at times supplied Mexico with mercury. Fam-
ous, but possibly better termed infamous, the mine had a long
history of disasters, litigation and debt and was locally calied
‘the mine of death’. Documentaries on T.V. a few months back
revealed the dire conditions of the workforce.

It is of numismatic intcrest to note that up to the second half of
the 1800°s most of the silver mined was used internally for the
minting of sols. 1 sol = 5 deniers or approximately one English
florin. However, in 1860 the price of silver had been 60 pence
(stg) an ounce. then fell to 50 pence in 1882 and to 40 by 1889.
Since the value of the 900 fine silver sol coin was falling with each
lower price of silver, it was decided to suspend the liberty of
minting silver. This progressive devaluation of the sol had severe
implications economically. From 1897 the minting of sols ceased
for 17 years. Thus, the silver based currency that had served Peru
and all Spanish America since the Conquest was abolished causing
a severe blow to the mining industry

MEXICO

Mexico remained subject to Spain for 300 years from 1521.
From the amazingly prolific region of the Central Plateau came an
abundance of silver, copper, gold, etc. The Toltecs and Aztecs
had worked the mines since pre-historic times. The Spanish
conquistadors were not long in discovering the mineral wealth
and they soon maintained a stream of silver home to Spain that
could scarcely have been exceeded had it {ravelled by a modern
pipeline. It is estimated that Mexico yielded to Spain silver bullion
to the value of four thousand million dollars

CHINA
In the course of commerce China was also one of the major
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recipients of silver from all parts of the world, and because silver

coin varied in [ineness, the Chinese fixed three definite standards

by which they conducted their business affairs. Foreign coin

which may have come across the long trials overland from the

Middle Fast or by ship from the New World, was largely melted

down, refined and cast into ‘lacls’. There are three main types of

these interesting pieces:

(i) Haikwan tacl of 583.3 grains of silver 1000 fine, was oblig-
atory for Customs dues

(ii) Kuping tacl of 573.9 grains of silver 1000 fine. was used as
Bankers’ money

(iit) Shanghai tacl of 545.25 grains of silver 980 fine, was used
matnly for trade purposes.

Payment for large amounts was made in ingots called ‘sycec’ i.e.

fine

Whilst speaking of the East it should be noted that India does not
have a large output of silver but it is one of the gteatest users of
any major nation

U.S.A.

Mention should be made of a major find in the United States.
Back in 1850 the far west was still new territory. During the gold
rush in California, odd prospectors moving along the immigrant
tracks that crossed the semi-desert conditions to the east of the
Rockies kept their hammers tapping at odd rocks up many a
pulch. So it was that they had first came across evidence of gold,
naming the area Gold Canyon. In mining they had not bothered
with a superabundance of black sand and heavy pebbles, but this
bluish-black sand was something they had not previously en-
countered. Not until a sample of this sand had been assayed in
California was it known to be rich in silver -- some 75% silver and
20% gold. As with many new finds, conditions to and from the
area were difficuli. transport being by horse or ‘shank’s pony.
There were claims and counter claims, fights and litigations but
nevertheless the discovery of silver in the Comstock was only
second only to thatl of gold in California. Whilst it was the most
important and productive silver mining camp in the world at the
time, all was not plain sailing during the twenty years of its
greatness.

To give an idea of its growth, the value of production was:—
1859 $275.000; 1860 $1,000,000; 1861 $2,500,000; 1863
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$12,400,000; rcmembering these valuations are based on silver
pegged at $1.29 per ounce. Altogether the mines produced during
their lifetime nearly US $300 million of silver. Of more recent
years the State of Utah has produced the greatest quantity of
silver, but it is also mined elsewhere in the States

Finally, a word re Australian production of silver, Broken Hill
was once called ‘the silverfleld’, a name which has long since been
dropped. Silver, measured by what one ounce could buy, was
more valuable in Broken Hill’s first years than ever again. At first
this seems strange, because the industrial demand for silver has
increased immeasurably. Silver bromide is used for making photo-
graphic films; silver forms the coat in some electronic devices;
sitver compounds are used as fungicides; the main bearings in
aircraft and diesel locomotives are lined with silver because of its
peculiar resistance to seizure. A multitude of new uses for silver
and a rising demand for silver ornaments and trinkets however,
did not compensate for the decline of silver’s main role. Silver had
rivalled gold as a keystonc of monetary systems, but in the second
half of the 19th century it was dethroned. France and most of the
European countries swung to gold, leaving the U.S.A., India,
China and Japan as the main buyers of silver. Even in some of
those countries the monetary role of silver was challenged. The
US.A, would have abandoned silver much earlier but for the
strength of her own silver mining industry, the largest in the
world, and an industry not afraid to use political pressure. The
future of Broken Hill was entwined with the politics of Washing-
ton. In 1893 Broken Hill suffered a double catastrophe when the
two largest buyers of silver, the US.A. and India, ceased to
support the price of the metal. China remained on the silver
standard for another four decades, buying much silver from
Broken Hill, but monetary demand for silver throughout the
world was now inadequate to prop up the price.

Australia is the sixth largest mine producer of silver in the world.
Most of the slver = o tproduct of lead-zine muireg while some
from copper and pold minmg. The three mejor centres in Austrabiy
are Mount Isa, Broken Hill and Rosebery. Price fluctuations occur
on a world-wide scale, e g.—

1948 Silver 999 fine 74,361
igs8 » v 89,044
1968 7 214,460
1978 = 7 540,089
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1981 April Silver 999 fine 515,650 i.e $5.15 65 Aust.troy oz
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A NUMISMATIC TEST TLEAM
By Roy W. Farman

My sclection of twelve of the outstanding coins of the World,
with due veference Lo the six continents.

I have been asked by the Board of Control (numismatically)
to submit a team of twelve coins as the most outstanding in
historical significance, and have reluctantly consented to do so.

Certain restrictions werc placed on my endeavours, and [ know
when the task is completed it will not meet with the approval of
all assembled here tonight However, if I have stimulated an
interest in a dozen of the world’s outstanding coins I will have
achieved my purposc. further if I have provoked you into writing
lo the editor of our journal, and selecting a different, or say a
better team, that is cxactly what 1 intended when 1 acceptied a
seat on the selection committee

At the outset the B O.C stipulated that all continents must
be represented, in fact it must be international. a blending of
medieval, or near so, with modern, and finally it was suggested
that I select “big shots™ hence my selection being “Dollar size’’.

If time permits I hope to give short sketches of each of these
twelve comns. but for the present allow me to name my selection.

EUROPE 1 The Joachimstaler,

2 The Petition Crown
ASIA 3. Sun Yat Sen Mausoteum Dollar.
4 The Far East Dollar.
AFRICA 5. The Double-shaft Five-shilling Piece

of Kruger
6. The Ethiopian or Levant Dollar of
Maria Theresa.
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AUSTRALIA 7. The Holey Dollar
8. The Australian Crown 1937/8.

AMERICA 9 The Continental Dollar of U S.A.

(North) 10. The Silver Doltar of U.S.A.
AMERICA 11. The Spanish American “Piece of Eight”'.
(South) 12.

1. The Joachimstaler or Joachimathaler.

Authorities on minting claim that Duke Seigismund in 1484,
Maximilhan I in 1494, and Frederick of Saxony in 1500 manui-
actured or cast silver bullion into discs with an extraordinary
design. In 1517, or 1519, in the little town of Joachimstal, a
little north of the present watering place, Carlsbad, weights of
pure silver bullion were minted, eight pieces to the Cologne
mark; that is, about onec ounce avoirdupois apiece These discs
of silver bullion minted at Joachimstal or Joachims Valley were
known as Joachimsthalers and were identical in weight with the
silver coin that had been minted in the Tyrol in 1472 and 1484,
Owing to the abundance and reliability of the Joachimsthaler
their name became current and supplanted permanently, what-
ever name that may have prevailed for the silver weights fabricated
in 1484 and 1500.

Going back just a little, we find that early in the fifteenth century.
Jasper Schlick discovered rich veins of silver on his estate known
as Joachimsthal or the Valley of St Joachim Jasper was made a
Count aud in 1432 was given the privilege to coin silver bulilion.
He seems to have died without exercising this privilege to any
great extent. He left no children and four grandsons of his brother
developed the hidden wealth they inherited. In 1517, as the silver
mines began to grow in richness and production, the brothers
began to coin pieces of silver bullion, which they styled Joachim-
sthaler Guidengroclhien. In course of time the people found the
name too long, and at first the name Guldengroschen was left
out, then the name of St Joachim, finally the discs of silver
were simply called “Thalers™

In 1526 Bohemia passed into the control of Austria under
Emperor Ferdinand 1 and as early as the year 1531 the name
thaler is found in his regulations on coinage With slight change
in spelling the word thaler was adopted by the Teutonic countries
of Europe, and soon spread into Norway, the Netherlands and
Britain
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2. The Peiition Crown.

At the 1estoration of Charles I, he continued for some time to
employ Lhe engraver of the Commonwealth, Thomas Simon, and
this artist executed the sovereigns and shillings of the first years
of the rcign, which are the most beautiful of Charles II's coins;
in truth. it has been said, the last really beautiful ceoins which
were issued from the English mints However, Simon was super-
seded by the engraver Biondeau, who had produced some patterns
for the Commonwealth coins and Blondeau was succeeded by the
Roctiiers  Simon, in order to oblan his recall, executed his
Lamons “Petition Crown™ in which the King is besought to com-
pare the likeness upon thal picee wilh any that was issued by the
Dutch engraver at (he Royal Mint There can be no question that
this picce is in delicacy ol treatment superior to any other English
comn.

3.  Sun Yat Sen Mauscleum Dollar.

Dr. Sun Yat Sen devoted his whole life to the cause of the Chinese
Revolution. After the fall of the Ta-Ching Dynasty he relinquished
the presidency in favour of Yuan Shih-kai. Within five years, and
upon Yuan's ascendancy on the imperial throne, Dr. Sun led the
Kuomintang to embark in the second revoluticnary war. In 1916
Yuan died and he was succeeded by the Vice-President Li Yuan-
hung, who appointed Tuan Chi-jui premier. These two could not
agree on the partciaption on China in World War 1. President Li
then the dismissed Premier Tuan and dissolved parliament, where-
upon Dr. Sun established a provisional government to safeguard
the Nation's Constitution. Unfortunately the war lords of the
north and south could not agree, ultimately Dr. Sun convoked the
ALL-CHINA Congress in 1924, but did not survive long to see the
fruits of his labours He died in 1925,

The Mausoleum Dollar which was struck in 1927 pictures the
doctor almost facing the Chinese characters which were indistinct
and required retouching. The burnished appearance of these coins
is probably due to the fact that the specimens were struck in Italy,
and the final polishing in China. The reverse shows Dr. Sun’s
mausoleum

4.  Far East Dollars.

These Dollars were issued for trading purposes in the Far East, by
the British Government. They are quite common, but, I think,
unique. as they bear no indication of the issuing country, except
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the standing figure of Brittania 1n a {ret border on the obverse.
The denomination is in thiee janguares One dollar on ihe olverse
and the equivalent of one doilar in Chiese and Matay in an or-
namental frame on the 1everse, They were distributed through the
banks ar Hong Koug, Singapore Peaang and Shanghat and were
struck for the most part at Bombay Mint, occasionally at Cabeutia
Mint and a few times stnce 1925 4f e Royal Mint, Loudon. They
woele fist ngde in 895 aitd trave issucdd sb varlous fiines bebwoon

then and 1930

5  The Double shaft Five shilling Picce of Kyuger.

Etrnneously this well known coin lias boen called the 'Doubie
shaft Kruger Cirown™ bul to e hest of miy knowledge South
Afnca hus never issued a kiewn The [hst Kruger pieces were
shrgel tn Berlin in 18972 Arter Laving been put hnte ciiculation
these preces weere recalled bocause ol an engraves’s ertor In thie
“A” on the weverse the wagow was double shiulied wheseas the
typicat wiagon of Lhe Boeis had a single shaft, Fuithermoie, the
desicnet had placed his mithals G2 aader the busi of the President
[he etters QZ spell “ox’" in Dutch and theii peesence on the coins
catsed mueh untuvourable commoent

6. 'the Fthiopian or Levani Dollar of Maria Theresa.

These pieces are nol strictly African but heve been used in Ethiopia
ovel wmaly years It gs the swost popular coin circulating in the
connnercial worid today For 177 vears tos piee has been muanu-
fuctined 1 Austiia, without change ot design, and all coins bearing
the same date 1780 During the war in Abyssinia the British troops
were unable to civeulate silver coins infed in London, and the
British War Oftice was oliged to have rccowse to Austria for a
sipply of “Maria Theresa Thalets”m uveder to pay the troops.
Until 1ecently ihey weie used exclusively in all (rading and com-
mercial cash  transactions along the West Coast of Africa, in
Moroceo and Egypt.  During the Italian campaign in Ethiopia
new coins were issued by Mussoliniin the hope that the new Italian
Emperor, Vittorio Emanuele [IT would be acceptable to the natives
The Coins were promptly rojected and it is said that ceven the
pearls in Mariz Theesa’s brooches sie Lacwn and coanted as the
cotns are circutaled in that counlry Ol recent years jhe pieces
have becn struck 13 London. Brissels Bombay. as well as Vienna

7. The Holey Dolar.
Little need to be said ahoul the Holey Dollar but must be picked

AUSTRALI IAN NUMISMATIST WINTER, 1981 39

in the lusl twelve as internationally famous, Governor Macquarie’s
appotbidy abrived whes 10,000 worth of Spanish dollars came
o Svdoey m Novernber 1812, e immediately took steps to
have the centre punchal out of each dollar piece, thus making
s ewien coins known ps o "dump”. Holey Dollars or Ring Dollars,
as they were known, are daled 1813, and ure now locked upon
as Australia’s first currency  One of Macquarie’s despatches
mentions that the machine for stamping, milling and cutting out
the centre was made in the colony It [ailed more than once,
but after many tailines and frials ultimately succeeded.  For
i wemin A Hoatige I aallaes  rekil ill.|1||'-~\. wrte carment ot then
premrhat] Vetloe, semb fie PR3 Ceodermor Hrishane decided fo remove
their enhanced value, first from the ring dollar, which had never
been more than tolerated by the Colonists. It is said that nearly
40,000 were placed in circulation, but to-day they are extremely
difficult to come by.

8. Australian Crown 1937-1938.

Even less can be said about this true Australian coin  In the years
of its issue it was known by many names:— “‘Cartwheel” was
very poptlar, butl this no doubt wis an echo ot 1797 when the
2 oz, twopenee and the Loz, penny of George 1 received simatlar
names owing to their size. Casey Dollars was another name used,
perhaps from the fact that the Rt Hon. R.G. Casey was the Com-
monwealth Treasurer at the time. It has also been suggested that
the minute letters K G. on the obverse were mistaken for K.C
and a run on the letters would remind people of the Federal
Treasurer. Mention has also been made that the Australian Crown
was issued to commemorate the coronation of George VIin 1937,
but if this were so, it was negatived by a second issue in 1938.
Unfortunately the crown issue was never a success and it is doubt-
ful if a crown will ever be struck again in Australia

9, The Continental Dollar 1776.

The Continental Dollar is extremely rare, and it is supposed to
have been engrivin] by smncone whose imitials were EG It was
(he first dollar struck Tor the United States. [ was issued eleven
voars bhefore the first regularly authorised coin which was the
i't_:y_lrn Cent of 17E7. with similar Jevices and fegends. [0 was
posstbly struck an Birmingham, Englind, as wers so many _chl.*r
cotis of the poriod. Varietiés are caused by the differences in the
spelling of the word CURRENCY and the addition of EG, FECIT
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These picces were struick in silver, pewter and brass: those in silver
probably having donc service as a dollar,

10. The U S Silver Dollar.

The Sitver Dollar was authorised by Congress. 2ud April, 1792
Weight and fineness were specified uf 416 grains and 892.4 fine
The first issued appeared in 1794 and until 1804 all silver dollars
had the value stamped on the edge HUNDRED CENTS ONE
DOLLAR. OR UNIT After a lapse of 36 years the US. dollar
was again issued, but with recded edges. and the value was placed
on the reverse side Several types have been issued since, and at
least once the weight has been reduced but the fineness was
increased. This coin was discontinucd after 1935

11. The Spanish American “‘Piece ot Eight”

Quite a deal could be written about this historical piece. As the
name 1s mentioned one begins to think ol pirates and treasure
islands It received its name from the large (igure eight which
was incorporated into tihe design The whole ol the South
American continent was controlled by Spain and the immense
output of the silver mines was cventually minted at quite a num-
ber of places before being shipped overseas. They were coined
between 1536 and 1821 and in that period no less than two
billion were issued from the minis and ships laden with these silver
coins, which werc of high standard, sailed for centuries across
the ““Spanish Main” The numerous captures of the Spanish
silver ships by English and Dutch privateers and pirates of many
nationalities has given the piecc of eight a place in romantic
fiction not equalled by any other coin

12. The twelfth man has been left to the reader’s selection
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THE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA
Founded 1946

OBJECTS:
Briefly, the abjecis for which the Association was
established, are —
To encourage the study of Numismatics in all its branches
To represent generally the views and interests of all Numismatists
To provide education in the field of Numismatics, and 10
Encourage sound and methodical collecting practice

ACTIVITIES:
Discussion at Monthly Meetings
Reading of Papers

Assisting members in the study and acquisition
of numismatic specimens

An Annual Exhibition

A half-yearly publicalion containing articles and items of
interest to all Numismatists

Stimulating research into 1he currency of Australia
Encouraging correspondence between members troughout the world




